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Lesson Eight: What Does the Bible Teach About Homosexuality?  

 

A Cultural Question 

I. The questions we’ve studied for the first portion of this class have been considered “BIG” questions, because of 

the foundational nature of those questions.  

A. They determine one’s worldview/source of authority. While our friends may have other questions, 

eventually you’ll need to go back to these questions before you can go forward in finding/establishing the 

truth.  

 

II. Today’s question starts our “cultural questions” segment of our class.   

A. Many of the questions we’ll receive from our friends will be influenced by the culture around us.  

B. As they hear things from the news/social media/sources, they may want to know what the Bible says about 

a certain popular subject.  

C. This presents an excellent opportunity not only to provide a Biblical answer/perspective to real life 

situations (showing the Bible is relevant), but also to show how the shifts in culture isn’t the same with God  

1. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8).  

2. His authority/stance/commands aren’t affected by time, culture, or popular opinion.  

 

III. We’re considering today what the Bible teaches about homosexuality.  

A. The question may be: “What do you believe about homosexuality? Do you believe it is a sin?” Or, “What 

does the Bible teach about homosexuality?”  

1. The question may come out of curiosity from the overexposure from news/media.  

2. The question may come out of the continual changes in churches/denominations over their stances 

3. The question may come from a friend/coworker who is a homosexual, and is curious what your 

belief about their lifestyle is.  

 

B. There is a lot of confusion religiously about homosexuality. Different denominations have changed their 

beliefs/stances on the position. 

1. There was a Bible released a few years ago titled, “The Queen James Bible.” It is an edited, 

changed version of the KJV  

2. It’s editors wrote: “We edited the [KJV] Bible to prevent homophobic interpretations. We made 

changes to 8 verses.”  
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3. This version has changed 8 verses dealing with the subjected of homosexuality. They have claimed 

that the Bible says nothing about homosexuality, and that man has introduced the thoughts of 

homosexuality as a sin through these 8 verses.  

4. Our study today will begin by considering the 8 verses in the Bible that address the subject of 

homosexuality.  

 

The Bible and Homosexuality  

I. Genesis 19:5 

A. The first verse to mention homosexuality is in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

B. Lot was living near these wicked towns, of which God was going to judge because of their wickedness 

(Gen. 18:20)  

1. God sent two angels to rescue Lot and his family before the city was to be destroyed.  

2. While they are there, the men of the city approach Lot’s house wanting to sin against Lot’s visitors.  

C. Some label the sin of this city/people as merely rape. It’s not condemning homosexuality – a consensual 

relationship between two willing individuals. While rape certainly is implied, it is not the only sin Sodom 

and Gomorrah were guilty of:  

1. Isaiah 3:9 – pride  

2. Ezekiel 16:49 – arrogance, not helping poor and needy  

3. 2 Peter 2:6-8 – ungodly, sensual conduct (filthy KJV) 

4. 1 Kings 22:46 – perverted persons/sodomites  

a. Sodomite is defined as, “…not denote an inhabitant of Sodom, nor one of their descendants; 

but is employed in the A.V. of the OT for those who practiced as a religious rite the abominable  

and unnatural vice from which the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah have derived their 

lasting infamy.” (COBTEL, UNGER, SMITH)  

5. Jude 7 – went after strange flesh.  

D. Among the many sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, the practicing of homosexuality, or strange flesh, is listed.  

 

II. Jude 7  

A. Some say the strange flesh is angels, but there’s nothing from the context of Genesis 19 that would give 

the impression the men from Sodom knew those visitors were angels.  

1. The word in Greek simply means, “different”  

2. The ESV words it, “pursued unnatural desires.”  

B. The difference or “strangeness” described here is in sexual relations God did not command/design  

 

III. Leviticus 18:22  

A. This verse is found among the teaching of the Law dealing with sexual sins  

1. Uncovering nakedness (v. 6-19) 
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2. Sex with neighbor’s wife (v. 20) 

3. Defiling one’s self with idols (v. 21) or animals (v. 23)  

B. The straightforward understanding of this text is the condemnation of homosexual relations  

 

IV. Leviticus 20:13 

A. The context of this verse is the Law explaining a list of immoralities the Israelites were to avoid.  

1. There’s lying with one’s father’s wife (v. 11) 

2. Lying with one’s daughter-in-law (v. 12)  

3. And our verse about lying with a man as one would a woman.  

B. The sexual act of homosexuality is once again clearly condemned under the OT law.  

 

V. Romans 1:26-27 

A. Paul began his letter to the Christians in Rome by reminding them of God’s power unto Salvation – it is in 

the gospel (1:16). Men are saved through the gospel.  

B. The call or means to salvation implies that man is lost, and that’s what Paul shows through the 1st 3 

chapters. Both the Jew trying to keep the law, and the Gentile living without any law, are both guilty of sin 

before God (3:10, 23) 

C. In chapter 1:18-32, Paul is describing the characteristics of those who “suppress the truth of God in 

unrighteousness.”  

1. The righteousness of God is manifest in God’s wrath against the unrighteousness of humankind  

2. He describes their ungodliness, unrighteousness and disregard/rebellion towards God.  

3. “God gave them up” (v. 24) – God allows the rebellious, godless, the freedom to have their own 

way, to reap the life they’ve sown.  

 

D. One of the words repeated through this section is the word “exchange” (v. 23, 25, 26) – noticing the 

progression of rebellion against God.  

1. In v. 26-27 we read about women exchanging the natural function for that which is unnatural 

2. Paul is pointing the readers back to the beginning (v. 20, 23, 25), to the Creator, the evidence of 

God through His creation, and how this rebellious nature rejects and corrupts God’s created plan 

3. They worship the creation rather than creator – and they seek the unnatural relationship (v. 26)  

4. Paul is referring to the sexual intimacy between man and woman, what God created/designed 

from the beginning (Gen. 1:18, 22; Matt. 19:4-5)  

 

E. Those who engage in same sex relations are defying God and His original plan and are here described 

as: “depraved” (v. 28), “without understanding” (v. 31), “worthy of death” (v. 32).  

1. This certainly poses a problem for the thinking, “I was born that way.” When God’s words condemns 

what is unnatural.  
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VI. 1 Corinthians 6:9 

A. There are two Greek words used in this text:  

1. Malakoi – which can mean soft, effeminate, especially of men and bows who allow themselves to be 

used homosexually.  

2. Arsenokoitai – BDAG translates it as, “a male who practices homosexuality, pederast, sodomite.”  

a. Thayers translates it as, “one who lies with a male as with a female, a sodomite.”  

b. Scroggs has shown that the word is a translation from the Hebrews mishkav zakur (lying with a 

male) derived from Lev. 18:22 and 20:13 

c. Friberg – sodomite or homosexual 

 

VII. 1 Timothy 1:10 

A. This verse is similar to 1 Cor. 6, in that it uses the word arsenokoitai, which most define as homosexuality.  

1. Homosexuality is included in a list of those who are “lawless and rebellious.”  

 

VIII. So what is the conclusion from what the Bible teaches on homosexuality?  

A. Sexual actions/relations between homosexuals is sin. It is not accepted by God.  

B. Despite the change in culture, or in different denomination’s teachings – God’s word (OT and NT) is 

consistent in the condemnation of homosexual behavior.  

 

Answering My Friend 

I. My friend may ask: well, if it is a sin, why didn’t Jesus teach on it?  

A. Jesus did teach about sexual immorality (Mark 7:22; Matt. 5:28).  

B. Jesus also taught about marriage (Matt. 19:4-6 – defined marriage as man and woman).  

C. The things that the apostles wrote/commanded were Jesus’ commands (1 Cor. 14:37).  

 

II. A question I might ask is, “How did God define marriage?”  

A. God defined marriage in the beginning as man and wife (one man and one woman) (Gen. 2:23-24).  

B. Jesus quoted back to the beginning defining marriage as one man and one woman (Matt. 19:4-6) 

C. Paul wrote abort marriage as the relationship of man and woman (Eph. 5:22-33) 

1. This section of teaching is used to describe the relationship between Christ and the church. Christ is 

portrayed as the groom, the church as His bride (Rev. 21:2) 

 

III. What if they believe they are born that way?  

A. Step forward in sensitivity as you seek to answer this question.  

1. Science seems to disprove the claim that there is a gay “gene” or that one is born this way.  
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2. This is interesting because even the American Psychological Association states that there is no Gay 

gene. They also state that evidently, homosexuality could be caused by a combination of genetic 

and environmental influences.  

3. In fact, it has been suggested that for many who wrestle with homosexuality, it comes from 3 basic 

causes:  

a. Severe Gender inferiority – masculinity discouraged, identifying with mother, etc.  

b. Severely unmet needs – affirmation, approval, affection, early relationship insecurity  

c. Sexual abuse (50-75% of gay men are sexually abused). It has been suggested that 1 in 

every 4 girls, 1 in every 7 boys are sexually abused.  

4. There is much research on the subject worth considering.  

 

B. Despite the science behind this, the question suggests a premise, “I have these desires, I can’t help it. 

Desires justify behaviors.”  

1. That simply isn’t true. Desire doesn’t excuse/permit behavior.  

2. James taught that desire/lust can lead one to sin (Jas. 1:14-15). Desires may be there, but if they’re 

sought to be fulfilled in a way apart from God’s law, sin ensues.  

3. Whether if it is loneliness and seeking friends or popularity, or sexual feelings, or fighting 

depression, desire doesn’t excuse one from the law of God.  

 

C. Just because one has feelings for the other gender doesn’t mean they have to fulfill it.  

1. The message for homosexuals is the same for heterosexuals – 1 Thess. 4:3-5 – possess your body in 

sanctification and honor.  

2. Fornication/adultery of any kind is wrong/sinful (Heb. 13:4) 

3. Also remember, for some they have endured severe trauma, and there may be a need for work, to 

bring about healing, working through what has happened in their past.  

 

IV. What is homophobia?  

A. There is an ant homosexual that has developed from our culture. The perception is that Christians are 

“against” gays and lesbians – not only objecting to their lifestyles but also harboring irrational fear and 

unmerited scorn towards them.  

B. “It is one thing to be against homosexuality, to affirm that the Bible rejects the practice of same-sex 

lifestyles, but it is another to be against homosexuals, to let your disagreement with their behavior spill out 

in your feelings and words toward them as people.”  - UnChristian p94 

1. These feelings may be developed from uncomfortableness, or as a response to our culture’s strong 

push.  

2. Realize, this sin is no greater than any other (even than other sexual sins).  

C. Remember 1 Corinthians 6:11 – such belonged in the church at Corinth, but they changed, and so can 

others today, through the grace of Jesus.  

1. Be kind. Be loving. Speak the truth. Show them Christ.  


